
Audit Committee 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

 
      
DATE & TIME:   April 30, 2014 – 4:30 PM 
LOCATION:   Karen L. Binder Library, Sixth Floor, County Office Building 
PRESIDING OFFICER:  Richard Parete, Chairman 
LEGISLATIVE STAFF:  Fawn Tantillo 
PRESENT:  Legislators Richard A. Parete, Tracey A. Bartels, Richard A. Gerentine, Kenneth 

J. Ronk, Jr., non-voting members Comptroller Elliot Auerbach, and Deputy 
County Executive Kenneth Crannell (designee of County Executive Michael P. 
Hein) 

ABSENT:   Legislator Jeanette Provenzano 
QUORUM PRESENT:  Yes 
OTHER ATTENDEES:   Legislative Clerk Victoria Fabella, Legislative Counsel Cappy Weiner and Erica 

Guerin, Purchasing Expeditor Carol Armstrong, , County Attorney Bea Havranek, 
Deputy Comptroller Joe Eriole 

  

 Chairman R. Parete called the meeting to order at 4:30 PM 
 

 
County Attorney Havranek discussed the process for selecting an Auditor outlined in the charter and 
asked the committee to review the legal opinion she provided on March 25, 2014 (Attached to these 
minutes).  She asked them to review the information on page 5 outlining her Conclusions and wanted 
them to be aware of the process laid out in the County Charter.  She spoke of the importance of 
following this process in order to avoid any challenges by any firm who might feel they were aggrieved.   

 

 
 
Committee Chairman Richard Parete remarked that County Executive Michael Hein had vetoed the 
last Auditor selection the Audit Committee made and the Legislature approved. He asked Deputy 
Executive Crannell if Executive Hein could come for a few minutes to address his concerns with 
the committee directly. 
 
Deputy Executive Crannell did not think the Executive was available but assured the committee 
that the County Executive did not want to be involved in the selection of the Auditor.  He told the 
committee the Executive’s only concern was a potential conflict of the same firm doing both the 
Legislative Budget Analysis and the Audit. He said the Executive’s office did not see a conflict 
with any other firm on the list. 
 
Legislator Ronk said he continues to respectfully agree to disagree on this issue and doesn’t see 
any conflict.  Clearly there are other legal opinions stating there is no conflict. (Attached to these 
minutes)  The firm itself, using standards of the AICPA (American Institute of Certified Public 
Accountants) submitted documents stating there is no conflict in the same firm doing both a 
Budget Analysis and an Audit. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 



2 

 
MOTION NO. 1            Approving the Minutes of April 8, 2014  
 
Text of Motion: Resolved to Approve the Minutes of April 8, 2014  
 
Motion Made By:   Deputy Executive Crannell 
Motion Seconded By:   Legislator Bartels 
 

Discussion:    

Voting In Favor: Legislators R. Parete, Bartels, Gerentine and Ronk 
Voting Against:  None 
No. of Votes in Favor:  4 
No. of Votes Against  0 
Disposition:    Carried 

 
 

 
MOTION NO. 2            Enter Executive Session  
 
Text of Motion: Moved to enter Executive Session for the purpose of interviewing firms 

who responded to the RFP for an Independent Auditor 
 
Motion Made By:   Deputy Executive Crannell 
Motion Seconded By:   Comptroller Auerbach 
 

Discussion:       

No. of Votes in Favor: Voting In Favor: Legislators R. Parete, Bartels, Gerentine and Ronk 
Voting Against:  None 
No. of Votes in Favor:  4 
No. of Votes Against  0 
Disposition:    Carried 
  
 

 
The Audit Committee entered executive session at approximately 4:35. 

 
 

 
MOTION NO. 2            Exit Executive Session  
 
Text of Motion: Moved to exit executive session. 
 
Motion Made By:   Deputy Executive Crannell 
Motion Seconded By:   Legislator Ronk 
 

Discussion:    

    
No. of Votes in Favor: Voting In Favor: Legislators R. Parete, Bartels, Gerentine and Ronk 
Voting Against:  None 
No. of Votes in Favor:  4 
No. of Votes Against  0 
Disposition:    Carried 
 
The Audit Committee exited executive session at approximately 6:54. 
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Committee Chairman Richard Parete announced that no action was taken in executive session and the 
next meeting of the Audit Committee will be on Monday May 5 at 4:30 in the Karen L. Binder Library. 

 

 
 
New Business: None 
 

 
Old Business: None 
 
 

  
 
There being no further business before the Committee, a motion was made by Legislator Ronk, seconded 
by Legislator Bartels and carried to adjourn the meeting at 6:57 PM. 
 

 
Dated the 7 Day of May, 2014   
Fawn A. Tantillo, Senior Legislative Employee 
Minutes Approved On: 
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